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PORTLAND, 
HERE  WE  COME! 


From  The  Editor's  Desk...  By  David  T.  Alexander 


All  systems  are  GO!  for  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild's 
activities  at  the  August  1998 
American  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation convention  — the  30th 
at  which  the  Guild  has  taken 
an  active  role. 

Yes,  it  has  been  30  years 
since  the  Guild  was  organized 
and  officially  launched  at 
the  ana's  1968  San  Diego 
convention. 

The  whole  face  of  the  numis- 
matic world  has  changed  over 
these  30  years,  but  the  basic 
goal  of  NLG  remains  the 
same:  bringing  together  and 
encouraging  those  active  in 
numismatic  writing. 

The  high  point  of  the  Guild 
year  remains  the  Bash  at  the 
ANA  convention.  The  last 
NLG  Newsletter  reiterated 
the  rules  for  the  annual 
writers'  and  editors'  competi- 


tion, and  entries  have  been 
pouring  in  from  an  enthusiastic 
membership. 

As  our  panel  of  judges  delib- 
erates, three  other  awards 
await  the  decision  of  a single 
mind  each. 

First  is  the  Clemy  Award, 
highest  honor  NLG  can  bestow, 
whose  recipient  is  decided  by 
last  year's  honoree  — in  1998, 
veteran  Guild  member  Alan 
Herbert.  The  Clemy  honors 
demonstrated  excellence  in 
numismatic  writing,  a well- 
developed  sense  of  humor  and 
dedication  to  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild. 

Next  is  the  Ribbet  Award, 
named  for  the  "antique" 
Chinese  sculpture  of  a frog 
emerging  from  a swamp  hold- 
ing a square-holed  Oriental 
Cash  coin.  The  sculpture  was 
donated  by  ANAAB  authenti- 


cator J.P.  Martin.  Its  purpose  is 
to  honor  leaders  in  the  numis- 
matic community  who  have 
preserved  their  sense  of  pro- 
portion, basic  humanity  and 
approachability.  Last  year's 
winner  (and  only  the  second 
person  to  receive  the  award) 
was  our  longtime  Bash  inter- 
locutor, Wendell  Wolka. 

Finally,  there  is  the  NLG 
Newsletter  Editor's  Award  for 
that  writer  making  the  greatest 
contribution  to  the  newsletter 
during  the  preceding  year. 

All  of  these  awards  will  be 
announced  at  the  Bash,  which 
promises  to  be  one  of  the 
most  entertaining  in  the  entire 
series.  This  writer  has  attended 
more  than  20  of  our  Bashes, 
and  I freely  confess  to  having 
enjoyed  them  all. 

See  you  in  Portland! 


By  Ed  Reiter 

Back  when  I began  my  jour- 
nalism career  in  the  late  1950s, 
reporters  would  write  "30" 
when  they  reached  the  end  of  a 
story  Some,  I imagine,  still  do. 

This  year  marks  the  NLG's 
30th  anniversary  — but  far 
from  reaching  the  end  of  the 
line,  the  Guild  is  going  strong 
and  ready  to  begin  another 
decade  of  service  to  our  mem- 
bership and  our  hobby.  Hey, 
we're  even  ready  to  begin  the 
new  millennium! 

That  service  will  start  at  the 
ANA  convention  in  Portland, 
Oregon  — and  in  case  you 
hadn't  noticed,  we're  almost 
close  enough  to  measure  the 
time  remaining  between  now 
and  then  with  a clock  instead 
of  a calendar. 

In  keeping  with  tradition, 
Thursday  will  be  the  Guild's 
big  day  at  the  convention. 

Your  Board  of  Directors  and 
officers  will  be  up  bright  and 


early  for  the  annual  business 
meeting,  held  each  year  — 
very,  very  early  — over  break- 
fast eggs,  toast  and  orange 
juice  in  the  corner  of  the  coffee 
shop  in  the  nearest  convention 
hotel. 

Then,  at  10  a.m.,  it  will  be 
time  for  our  annual  sympo- 
sium. And  this  year's  program 
should  be  highly  entertaining 
as  well  as  very  informative,  for 
we're  using  the  occasion  of  our 
30th  anniversary  to  look  back 
over  the  years  at  how  both  the 
Guild  and  numismatic  litera- 
ture in  general  have  evolved 
over  the  last  three  eventful 
decades.  We're  still  in  the 
process  of  lining  up  a panel, 
but  you  can  be  sure  that  it  will 
be  an  all-star  team.  And  the 
format  will  be  informal  in  any 
case,  so  everyone  will  be  wel- 
come to  participate. 

As  always,  the  highlight  of 
the  week  — from  NLG's  stand- 
point, at  least  — will  be  our 
annual  Bash  on  Thursday 
evening.  I'm  delighted  to 
report  that  our  master  of 
unceremoniousness,  the  inim- 
itable Wendell  Wolka,  will  be 
calling  the  shots  — and  pot- 
shots — once  again,  with  help 
from  his  supporting  cast  of 
shills.  And  given  the  events  of 
the  last  12  months,  there  are 
plenty  of  excellent  targets 
around  for  those  pot  shots! 

As  an  extra-special  bonus 
this  year,  attendees  will  enjoy 
a culinary  treat  prior  to  the 
start  of  festivities.  Thanks  to  a 
generous  gift  from  Guild  mem- 
ber Michael  R.  Fuljenz,  we 


have  been  able  to  arrange  for  a 
selection  of  real  food  — some 
of  it  even  hot!  — instead  of  the 
trail  mix  normally  provided  on 
such  occasions.  (Given  the 
location,  at  least  it  would  have 
been  Oregon  Trail  mix!) 

Mike's  gift  also  will  cover  the 
cost  of  this  year's  award 
plaques  for  winners  in  the 
Writers'  Competition.  As  is 
customary,  those  plaques  will 
be  presented  following  the 
light-hearted  (and  sometimes 
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heavy-handed)  portion  of  the 
program  loosely  described  as 
''fun"  by  those  not  being  tar- 
geted at  the  moment. 

As  I write  this,  the  contest 
entries  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
judges.  This  year's  entries  had 
a high  degree  of  quality,  so 
picking  winners  is  even  harder 
than  usual.  One  winner,  how- 
ever, is  very  easy  to  pick  and 
deserves  our  deepest  thanks: 
Despite  his  time-consuming 
commitments  as  vice  president 
of  the  ANA,  Scott  Travers  once 
again  served  as  contest  coordi- 
nator — a task  that  involves 
enormous  work  and  requires 
great  skill  and  diplomacy. 

Year  after  year,  Scott  not  only 
coordinates  the  judging  but 
also  makes  arrangements  for 
preparation  and  delivery  of  the 
plaques  — and  despite  the  lim- 
ited time  frame  we  give  him 
every  year,  he  handles  this 
daunting  task  with  remarkable 
precision  and  punctuality. 

Our  treasurer,  Kay  Lenker, 
has  been  working  behind  the 
scenes  to  line  up  the  facilities 
in  Portland.  Kay  tells  me  that 
this  year's  Bash,  like  last 
year's,  will  take  place  in  the 
same  room  as  the  ANA  World 
Series  of  Numismatics.  This 
arrangement  worked  out  nice- 
ly in  New  York,  giving  us  a 
room  that  was  large  enough  to 
accommodate  Bash-goers  com- 
fortably and  also  had  micro- 
phones and  other  facilities 
already  in  place  for  use  by  our 
retinue  of  performers,  presen- 
ters and  accepters. 


Kay,  too,  deserves  our  thanks 
for  her  tireless  work  on  NLG's 
behalf.  For  more  than  a decade 
now,  she  has  been  a pillar  of 
strength,  keeping  our  finances 
solidly  in  the  black  and  serving 
as  a liaison  between  the  Guild 
and  the  ANA  regarding  our 
convention-related  programs. 
Let's  give  her  not  only  our 
dues  but  also  her  due! 

Election  time  is  here  again  — 
and  if  it  seems  to  have  rolled 
around  rather  quickly,  well,  it 
has.  Because  of  technical  prob- 
lems, last  year's  election  was 
delayed  for  several  months 
and  the  outcome  wasn't  final- 
ized until  earlier  this  year.  The 
three  successful  candidates,  as 
you  may  recall,  were  Bob  Van 
Ryzin,  Margo  Russell  and  Paul 
Gilkes. 

It's  now  time  for  this  year's 
election  — and,  having  fixed 
the  problems  we  experienced 
the  last  time,  we  anticipate 
smooth  sailing  in  1998. 

This  year,  again,  we  have  a 
contest.  The  two  incumbent 
Board  members  standing  for 
re-election.  Bob  Julian  and  Tom 
DeLorey,  are  joined  on  the  bal- 
lot by  Mark  Benvenuto,  and 
only  two  seats  are  available. 
You'll  find  the  ballot  elsewhere 
in  this  issue. 

The  two  successful  candi- 
dates will  serve  for  the  next 
two  years.  Under  the  Guild's 
by-laws,  members  can  serve 
two  consecutive  two-year 
terms.  Thereafter,  they  must 
step  down  for  at  least  one  year 
before  seeking  election  again. 


We'd  like  to  be  prepared  to 
announce  the  winners  at  the 
Bash,  so  the  turnaround  time 
for  mailing  your  ballot  is  nec- 
essarily short.  It  must  reach  me 
by  Aug.  3,  1998,  the  day  before 
I leave  for  far-away  Portland. 
Send  your  completed  ballot  to 
Ed  Reiter,  Executive  Director, 
12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Rock, 
N.J.  07452. 

X-  X-  x- 

One  final  note:  The  special 
NLG  booklet  written  five  years 
ago  for  our  25th  anniversary 
by  David  T.  Alexander  is  still 
available,  and  we  also  have  a 
few  remaining  examples  of  the 
one-ounce,  .999-fine  silver 
anniversary  medal  we  issued 
on  that  occasion. 

As  those  who  have  seen  it 
will  attest,  the  50-page  booklet 
is  beautifully  written  and  fur- 
nishes wonderful  details  on  the 
founding  of  the  Guild  and  its 
growth  and  evolution  through 
the  years.  Dave  Alexander  is  a 
master  researcher  and  cata- 
loger  of  coins,  and  his  work  on 
this  project  made  it  abundantly 
clear  that  these  talents  extend 
to  coin  organizations,  as  well. 

The  medal,  designed  by  Bob 
Julian,  bears  our  typewriter 
logo  on  the  obverse  and  a sim- 
ple inscription  on  the  reverse. 
This  inscription  — NLG  * 1968- 
1993  * XXV  — is  shown  within 
a plain,  dignified  wreath. 

The  booklet  and  the  medal 
both  will  be  available  at  the 
convention  for  a special  com- 
bined price  of  $25.  They  also 

Cont.  on  page  6 
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Auction  Catalogs  As 
Numismatic  Literature 

By  Carl  C.  Honore,  NLG 

Picture  yourself  after  a hard 
day  at  work.  After  dinner,  and 
before  you  turn  in  for  the 
night,  you  usually  read. 
Tonight,  you  decide  to  pass  on 
the  literature  you  have  been 
reading  lately,  and  you  decide 
to  read  about  your  favorite 
hobby,  coin  collecting.  Instead 
of  Coin  World,  or  COINage,  you 
open  the  latest  auction  catalog. 
Wait  a minute.  READ  a cata- 
log? Most  people  consult  cata- 
logs, order  from  catalogs,  or 
browse  through  catalogs.  But 
to  sit  down  and  read  one? 

This  is  not  as  far-fetched  as  it 
sounds.  A lot  of  numismatic 
auction  catalogs  contain  lists  of 
lots  and  prices  and  not  a whole 
lot  more.  Some  aren't  even 
plated. 

Good  auction  catalogs  contain 
an  incredible  amount  of  numis- 
matic "food,"  aside  from  prices 
and  lots.  These  are  really  quite 
nicely  arranged.  These  not  only 
have  the  standard  lots,  and 
estimates,  but  feature  sections 
containing  biographical  infor- 
mation about  the  collector,  the 
times  in  which  the  collection 
was  formed,  featurettes  about 
unusual  pieces,  and  accurate 
provenance  (pedigree)  infor- 
mation about  each  lot. 
Provenance  information  is 
important  when  researching 
individual  coins.  (Many  earlier 
catalogs  did  not  linclude  this 
information,  and  later  works 
are  incomplete  without  it.) 


Perhaps  the  most  interesting 
provenance  concerns  the 
famous  "Abbey  Cent"  featured 
in  the  first  Eliasberg  auction, 
by  Bowers  and  Merena.  It  is  a 
rather  ordinary  die  variety  of  a 
1799  large  cent.  It  isn't  even  the 
finest  known  of  its  die  variety, 
but  it  is  the  provenance  that  is 
interesting  about  this  coin.  It  is 
unbroken  from  about  1845  to 
1996.  The  catalog  listed  over  22 
different  owners,  beginning 
with  a dealer  who  bought  it 
from  a "Yokel"  for  $2  and  sold 
it  to  collector  Lorenzo  Abbey 
for  $25.  This  coin  has  traveled 
a lot! 

A good  cataloger  will  use 
each  of  these  features  to  con- 
vey a sense  of  history  and  pur- 
pose. Here  is  not  just  a group 
of  coins  for  sale,  but  rather,  a 
journal  of  a period  of  some- 
one's life.  Here  in  this  catalog 
is  a record  of  someone's  specif- 
ic interests  in  collecting.  One  of 
my  favorite  auction  catalogs  is 
from  the  Virgil  Brand  sale,  con- 
ducted in  two  parts  by  Bowers 
and  Merena.  Here  is  a catalog 
which  features  anything,  and 
almost  everything.  From  read- 
ing it,  I learned  that  Virgil 
Brand  had  a fascination  with 
just  about  everything  that  was 
collectible  as  far  as  numismat- 
ics was  concerned.  Of  special 
interest  to  me  was  the  section 
on  the  "Season  medals"  struck 
at  the  famous  Boulton  and 
Watt  mint  in  Birmingham, 
England.  I was  doing  some 
research  on  that  mint,  and  this 
catalog  helped  me  immensely. 
Virgil  Brand  also  hand-docu- 
mented and  provided  prove- 
nance for  each  and  every  pur- 


chase of  over  350,000  coins. 
The  sale  featured  but  a small 
portion  of  that  collection,  but  a 
profile  of  Brand  the  collector 
stood  out  like  a beacon. 

Here,  truly,  is  a work  of  liter- 
ature! The  catalog  can  be  read 
just  like  a novel,  again  and 
again.  Long  after  the  sale  itself 
has  passed  into  history,  the 
record  of  this  amazing  collec- 
tion will  remain. 

Want  to  read  something  real- 
ly interesting?  Try  the  Stack's 
Coin  Calleries  coin  catalog  of 
the  Reed  Hawn  collection  of 
United  States  coins.  Instead  of 
MS-63,  AU-58,  and  the  other 
numerical  descriptions  of  coin 
grades.  Stack's  uses  the  old 
adjectives  such  as  Cem,  premi- 
um quality,  and  so  forth  to 
describe  the  coins.  Since  grad- 
ing is  subjective,  this  leaves  the 
bidder  to  make  up  his/her 
own  mind  about  the  grade. 

Sometimes  a consignor  will 
have  a hand  in  preparing  his 
own  catalogs.  Such  was  the 
case  with  Armand  Champa. 
When  he  consigned  his  numis- 
matic library  for  auction,  he 
provided  his  own  biography, 
his  insights  into  collecting  both 
coins  and  books,  and  so  forth. 
The  sale  of  his  library  was  con- 
ducted in  four  separate  ses- 
sions. One  catalog  for  each  ses- 
sion. Featuring  lot  descriptions 
by  literature  expert  Charles 
Davis,  each  catalog  was  indi- 
vidual, as  though  there  were 
four  different  collections.  Each 
session  showcased  a different 
facet  of  Champa  the  collector, 
and  each  is  a separate  work 
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Calling  All 
Voters 

Two  seats  are  available  on  the 
five-member  NLG  Board  of 
Directors,  and  three  members 
have  been  nominated  for  elec- 
tion to  these  seats,  each  of 
which  carries  a two-year  term. 

The  candidates  are  Mark 
Benvenuto,  Thomas  K. 
DeLorey  and  R.W.  Julian. 
DeLorey  and  Julian  are  incum- 
bents, currently  completing 
two-year  terms  to  which  they 
were  elected  in  1996. 

• Mark  Benvenuto,  of  Royal 

Oak,  Mich.,  is  an  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  chemistry  at  the 


University  of  Detroit  Mercy.  He 
has  written  numerous  articles 
for  The  Numismatist  and  Coins 
Magazine.  His  collecting  inter- 
ests include  U.S.,  German  and 
Chinese  coins;  military  pay  cer- 
tificates; local  currencies,  and 
odd  and  curious  money. 

• Thomas  K.  DeLorey,  of  sub- 
urban Chicago,  is  a profession- 
al numismatist  at  the  Harlan  J. 
Berk  coin  shop  in  Chicago  and 
formerly  was  a grader-authen- 
ticator for  the  ANA  Certifi- 
cation Service.  He  was  a staff 
member  during  the  1970s  for 
Coin  World  and  other  Amos 
Press  publications,  has  written 
for  many  coin  periodicals, 
including  The  Numismatist,  and 
currently  is  a contributing  edi- 
tor to  COINage. 


• R.W.  Julian,  of  Logansport, 

Ind.,  was  a high  school  mathe- 
matics teacher  in  that  city 
before  retiring.  He  has  been  a 
coin  writer  and  researcher  for 
nearly  four  decades,  contribut- 
ing frequently  to  all  of  the 
major  periodicals  in  the  field. 
He  also  is  the  author  of  several 
books,  including  Medals  of  the 
United  States  Mint.  In  1992,  he 
received  the  NLG's  Clemy 
Award. 

Please  vote  for  no  more  than 
two  of  these  candidates  by 
checking  the  appropriate  box 
or  boxes.  Send  your  complet- 
ed ballot  to  Ed  Reiter, 
Executive  Director,  12 
Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Rock, 
N.J.  07452.  It  must  be  received 
by  Aug.  3, 1998. 


BALLOT 

NLG  BOARD 

VOTE  FOR  NO  MORE  THAN  2 CANDIDATES 
CHECK  THE  APPROPRIATE  BOX  OR  BOXES 
BALLOTS  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  AUGUST  3 

I Mark  Benvenuto 

I Thomas  K.  DeLorey 

R.W.  Julian 


Send  your  completed  ballot  to  Ed  Reiter,  Executive  Director, 
12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Rock,  N.«l.  074S2. 
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from  the  others. 

Both  the  Brand  and  the 
Champa  sales  were  conducted 
by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  of  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire.  I have  found  that 
their  catalogs  are  among  the 
most  ''readable"  in  terms  of 
entertainment  value,  and  refer- 
ence value.  It  is  no  secret  that 
Bowers  and  Merena  has  won 
numerous  awards  from  NLG 
for  Catalog  of  the  Year.  The 
Louis  Eliasberg  sale  being  the 
latest. 

For  specialty  catalogs,  Chris 
Victor  McCawley  and  Bob 
Grellman  do  a great  job  with 
Colonials,  half  cents  and  large 
cents,  and  Sheridan  Downey  of 
California  specializes  in  mail 
bid  sales  of  early  half  dollars. 
Even  if  you  do  not  collect  in 


these  areas,  the  catalogs  them- 
selves can  make  for  an  evening 
of  interesting  reading. 

I know  of  people  who  collect 
only  auction  catalogs;  how- 
ever, I feel  that,  for  me,  a 
balanced  library  consists  of 
well-written  auction  catalogs 
which  supplement  other  refer- 
ences. Quite  often  I will  use  an 
auction  catalog,  such  as  the 
Robinson  Brown  large  cent 
catalog,  along  with  Sheldon's 
Penny  Whimsy  to  attribute  large 
cents.  (The  catalog  photos  are 
better.) 

Catalog  writing  has  come 
quite  a way  since  the  early 
days  of  American  numismat- 
ics, As  literature  it  keeps  get- 
ting better  and  better! 

Well,  Td  better  get  back  to 


my  catalog.  I've  got  a lot  of 
reading  to  do! 

X-  X- 

Calling  All  Medal 
Collectors! 

All  interested  collectors  of  art 
and  historical  medals  are  invit- 
ed to  the  organizational  meet- 
ing of  Medal  Collectors  of 
America  (MCA),  scheduled  for 
Thursday,  Aug.  6,  at  3 p.m.  at 
the  ANA  convention  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  The  room 
will  be  announced. 

MCA  is  the  brainchild  of 
longtime  NLG  member  and 
past  executive  director  David 
T.  Alexander,  who  has  actively 
collected,  cataloged  and 
researched  U.S.  and  world 
medals  for  many  years. 

Cont.  on  page  6 


Catalogers  Needed 

Our  success  is  your  opportunity!  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions  is  currently 
expanding  its  cataloging  staff.  We  are  seeking  a full-time  cataloger,  with  the 
possibility  of  several  part-time  positions.  Please  send  your  resume,  your 
availability,  and  a sample  of  your  writing  to: 

Bob  Korver,  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions,  Inc. 

100  Highland  Park  Village,  2nd  Floor 
Dallas,  Texas  75205-2788 

E-mail:  korver@heritagecoin.com  • Fax:  214-443-8425 


AMERICA’S  CONVENTION  AUCTIONEER 


HAGE 

umismatic  Auctions,  Inc 
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Medals  Cont.  front  Page  5 

'"I  first  became  aware  of 
medals  as  a collectible  during 
a visit  to  the  American  Numis- 
matic Society  in  the  summer  of 
1956,"  Alexander  recalls.  "ANS 
has  a beautiful  exhibit  devoted 
to  issues  of  the  Society  of 
Medalists,  which  was  ideal  for 
introducing  the  basic  concept 
of  medallic  art.  Medals  as  an 
historical  medium  were  the 
next  great  discovery,  which 
blossomed  during  my  years  at 
Coin  World. 

"Numismatics  today  offers  a 
specialty  group  for  everything 
from  large  cents  to  ration 
tokens,"  he  adds,  "and  it  has 
always  seemed  strange  to  me 
that  there  was  no  broadly 
based  organization  devoted  to 
collectors  of  art  and  historical 
medals. 


"MCA  will  strive  to  bring 
together  all  interested  in  art 
and  historical  medals.  It  will 
encourage  research  and  publi- 
cation in  the  medal  field  and 
provide  a vehicle  for  those  who 
just  want  to  get  together  at 
ANA  and  'talk  medals.'  This 
will  be  a Collector  organiza- 
tion, existing  to  serve 
Collectors." 

Many  NLG  members  are 
interested  in  medals, 
Alexander  believes,  and  they 
will  be  especially  welcome  at 
MCA's  organizational  meeting. 
Further  information  can  be 
obtained  from  Alexander  at 
P.O.  Box  780,  Mahopac,  NY 
10541,  or  by  e-mail  at 
p_a_alexander@msn.com 


Editor's  Desk  Cont.  from  Page  3 

can  be  ordered  by  mail  — and 
as  a special  offer  for  our  30th 
anniversary,  we  will  send  both 
items  for  the  same  combined 
price  of  $25  postpaid. 

If  ordering  by  mail,  you 
should  send  your  check  or 
money  order  to  Ed  Reiter, 
Executive  Director,  12 
Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Rock,  N.J. 
07452. 

There's  much  more  I could 
write,  but  I'd  better  save  part 
of  it  for  the  Bash. 

I'll  see  you  all  in  Portland.  And 
for  now.  I'll  sign  off  with  a 

-30- 


port  for  the  hobby  from 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS 


SIFIED  ADS: 


NUMISAAATIC  NEWS  helps  keep  the  hobby  market  active  by  providing  subscribers  with  free 
classified  ads.  Hundreds  take  advantage  of  and  benefit  from  this  unique  opportunity  in  the 
world’s  largest  numismatic  classified  section.  The  diverse  selection  of  ads  stimulates  exciting 
action  among  hobbyists  as  they  buy,  sell  and  trade  in  their  favorite  areas. 

An  easy-to-use  form  in  every  issue  offers  52  free  ad  opportunities  per  year  valued  at  $286. 
Every  week  you’ll  find  many  new  entries  in  all  collecting  categories  that  range  from  the 
common  to  the  rare  to  the  unusual. 


Gary  Clark  of  Indianapolis,  IN  writes  of  his  experiences,  "Thank  you  so  very  much  for  the  free  classified  ad 
service.  I hope  all  readers  realize  what  a great  opportunity  this  is!  I place  ads  regularly  and  the  responses 
have  been  very  rewarding.  Dozens  of  hassle-free  transactions  also  attest  to  the  quality  and  integrity  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  readers.  Thanks  to  them  as  well!” 


NUMISAAATIC  NEWS  does  its  part  to  keep  the  market  active  and  exciting  for  collectors  of  every  possible  interest 
and  size  of  collection. 


700  E.  State  St.,  iola,  Wl  54990-0001 


1 /2-year  (26  issues)  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  for  only  $9*95« 
Call  toll-free  1-800-258-0929  today! 
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Achieving  Parody:  The  Sequel 

By  Ed  Reiter 


We  hear  a lot  of  talk  about 
"parity"  in  professional  sports. 
Well,  we  don't  know  much 
about  parity  at  the  NLG,  but 
parody  has  become  a staple  of 
NLG  Bashes  in  recent  years. 

Each  year  since  1984,  your 
humble  (or  is  it  humbled)  ser- 
vant has  stood  before  you  on 
Thursday  evening  of  ANA 
convention  week  and  rendered 
a modified  version  of  a well- 
known  popular  song  — modi- 
fied, that  is,  with  new  lyrics 
somehow  related  to  numismat- 
ics. I should  add  that  in  most 
cases,  I render  them  in  much 
the  way  a butcher  renders  a 
carcass.  The  word  "slaughter" 
comes  to  mind. 

Over  the  years,  some  of  these 
lyrics  have  been  reprinted  in 


PUT  ANOTHER 
NICKEL  IN 

Put  another  nickel  in; 
Jeffersons  are  old  as  sin. 
Notify  the  next  of  kin: 
They're  losers,  losers,  losers. 

Don't  forget  the  quarter,  too; 
Wishy  Washington,  adieu! 
Send  that  bird  to  Frank  Perdue: 
You're  losers,  losers,  losers. 

Boring ... 

You've  got  me  snoring. 
They  may  put  something  just  as 
dorky  in. 

Still,  I want  Jack  Kevorkian 

To  ...  slip  the  cent  some  cyanide. 
Drown  the  dime  the  next  high 
tide. 

Make  it  look  like  suicide. 
They're  losers,  losers,  losers. 


the  NIG  Newsletter  for  your 
amusement  — and  perhaps 
your  amazement  that  we  do 
this  sort  of  thing  right  out  in 
public. 

Given  the  recent  mini-contro- 
versy regarding  the  redesign  of 
the  mini-dollar  coin,  I thought 
it  might  be  appropriate  to 
dredge  up  a parody  I rendered 
five  years  ago,  at  our  25th 
anniversary  Bash  in  Balhmore. 
It,  too,  dealt  with  redesign. 
And  given  what  we're  hearing 
these  days  about  Sacajawea, 
one  does  wonder  whether 
redesign  is  really  all  that  desir- 
able. 

Anyway,  these  lyrics  are  set 
to  the  tune  of  the  old  Teresa 
Brewer  hit,  "Music,  Music, 
Music." 
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If  you  write... 
write  to 
Coin  Worid! 

We’re  always  interested  in  good  features, 
on  U.S.  coins  and  other  numismatic  collectibles. 

It’s  easy,  just... 

Summarize  your  feature  ideas,  keep  in  mind  our  features  are 

800-1,200  words.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  photos  or  art  available  and 
Send  your  proposal  off  to: 

Beth  Deisher,  Editor;  P.O.  Box  150; 

Sidney,  OH  45365-0150.  FAX:  513498-0812. 

(published  weekly  - ave.  98  pgs.) 


